HITLER   AND   I

As soon as Hitler had finished, Josef Goebbels,
spokesman of the National-Socialist Party of the North
and Gregor Strasser's private secretary, rose to his
feet.

cHerr Adolf Hitler is right/ he declared (the word
Tiihrer3 had not yet been introduced into the Nazi
vocabulary). cHis arguments are so convincing that
there is no disgrace in admitting our mistakes and
rejoining him.5

No one in the Party has forgotten Goebbels* un-
speakable conduct* Veterans talk of 'the traitor of
Bamberg* to this day.

Hitler seemed to have anticipated the little cripple's
volte-face, and to have decided that Gregor Strasser,
separated from his associates, isolated in a hostile
congress and facing a bitter defeat, would be in no
position to resist him.

A battle-royal between Adolf and Gregor inevitably
ensued next day. So terrific was the debate between
them that at times Gregor felt it was more like hand-
to-hand fighting.

CI defended our position vigorously/ he told me, 'but
I could feel that Adolf was gaining ground. He was
rarely violent, but he called on all the generosity and
all the arts of seduction of which he is master. Once
or twice he came close to me, and I thought he was
going to seize me by the throat, but instead he put
his arm round my shoulders and talked to me like a
friend. "Listen, Strasser", he said, "you really mustn't
go on living like a wretched official* Sell your
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